Hanover Risk Solutions

Pre-Trip Inspection
of School Buses
To be effective, a pre-trip inspection of a school bus must be thorough and systematic.
To obtain their Commercial Drivers License (CDL) to operate large school buses, drivers are
required to have sufficient knowledge to identify vehicle deficiencies when conducting a
pre-trip inspection. As school bus operations are regulated at the state and local level and
many of these jurisdictions have their own pre-trip inspection forms, this checklist is not meant
to be a compliance document. However, this checklist details the areas applicable to the
pre-trip inspection of a school bus and can be useful to those operations that are not required
to use a specific form. For those items identified as needing attention, the “See Remarks” box
should be checked and details added in the “Remarks” section. Necessary repairs should
always be made before the vehicle is placed in service.

General observation
(where available, review the previous driver’s inspection report):
YES

NO

NA

YES

NO

NA

No visible leaks under vehicle, vehicle sitting evenly, no significant body
damage, etc.
Check oil level, coolant level, windshield washing fluid, belts, hoses, etc.,
as directed by company policy.
Check condition of interior, such as stair treads, handrails, aisle mats, student
seat belts, seats, wheelchair tie-downs, radio, external loudspeakers, etc.
Test all emergency exits.
Verify that emergency equipment, such as a fire extinguisher, reflective
triangles, and first aid kit, are on the school bus.

Apply parking brakes, start engine, and check:
Gauges, warning lights, turn signal indicators, and brake lights.
Hydraulic Brake Operation — Pump brake pedal a few times and hold. Brake
pedal should not depress any further.
Air Brake Operation — With air pressure at maximum cutoff pressure and
the engine shut off, depress brake pedal and hold — air pressure should not
decrease more than 3 psi; fan down brakes — warning signal should activate
below 60 psi and parking brake button should pop out, indicating it is
operating, when the pressure drops below 30 psi.
Steering wheel play is within bus manufacturer’s limits.
Horn(s), windshield wipers, heater, defroster, and mirrors.
continued

H A N OV E R R I S K S O LU T I O N S

Shut off engine, turn on all lights (including four-way flashers), ensure parking
brakes are applied, activate stopped vehicle warning devices, and check:
YES

NO

NA

For air-braked vehicles, no audible leaks in brake system during inspection.
Left-side front tire, wheel, lugs or studs, and brake components.
Headlights — low- and high-beam, four-way flashers, identification, and
clearance lights.
Safety devices, such as front crossing guard, stop signs, etc.
Steering assembly.
Front suspension.
Right-side front tire, wheel, lugs or studs, and brake components.
Exhaust system, including support brackets.
Drive shaft, u-joints, drive shaft protection brackets, etc.
Reflectors and lights on right side.
Right-side rear tires, wheels, lugs or studs, and brake components.
Rear suspension.
Rear lights, reflectors, and condition of mud flaps.
Left-side rear tires, wheels, lugs or studs, and brake components.
Reflectors, warning devices, and lights on left side.

REMARKS:
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Bus Identification: __________________________________________________ Date: _____________________
Driver’s Name (print): ________________________________________________
Driver’s Signature: ___________________________________________________
c To learn more about Hanover Risk Solutions, visit hanoverrisksolutions.com
s

The Hanover Insurance Company
440 Lincoln Street, Worcester, MA 01653

hanover.com
The Agency Place (TAP) — https://tap.hanover.com

©2014 ISO Services, Inc.
The recommendation(s), advice and contents of this material are provided for informational purposes only and do not purport to address every possible legal obligation, hazard,
code violation, loss potential or exception to good practice. The Hanover Insurance Company and its affiliates and subsidiaries (“The Hanover”) specifically disclaim any warranty or
representation that acceptance of any recommendations or advice contained herein will make any premises, property or operation safe or in compliance with any law or regulation.
Under no circumstances should this material or your acceptance of any recommendations or advice contained herein be construed as establishing the existence or availability of any
insurance coverage with The Hanover. By providing this information to you, The Hanover does not assume (and specifically disclaims) any duty, undertaking or responsibility to you.
The decision to accept or implement any recommendation(s) or advice contained in this material must be made by you.
171-0985 (9/14)

LC 2014-350

