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Intersections — The Turning Vehicle
Three major contributing factors to intersection accidents are: delayed perception, speed too
fast for conditions, and false assumptions. Let’s examine these factors and consider the most
glaring hazard at an intersection — meeting the turning vehicle.
A turning vehicle at an intersection creates a very special problem to other drivers entering
and passing through the area. Vision may be limited by buildings, foliage, or other vehicles.
The turning vehicle may be stopped and then decide to turn and cut you off. Or, you may be
faced with a lawbreaker that runs a light, stop sign, or yield sign. All of these potential hazards
for the turning driver require defensive driving by YOU to prevent an accident.

Avoiding intersection accidents
2. Decide what evasive action you will take
should there be a conflict and have your
vehicle under complete control so you can
make any necessary maneuvers.

The shortstop has to know what to do with
the ball before it is hit. At any intersection
that ball may come to you. What’ll it be —
an out — or an error? Here are some
suggestions which will help you to avoid
intersection accidents:
1. Approach all intersections prepared to yield
the right of way even if it legally belongs to
you. Take your foot off the gas and lightly
cover the brake.

3. Keep your eyes moving to the sides and to
the rear as you approach and pass through
intersections.
4. Don’t assume that the other vehicle will
stop. A traffic light, stop sign, or yield sign
doesn’t physically stop a vehicle — the driver
has to apply the brakes.

The recommendation(s), advice and contents of this material are provided for informational purposes only and do not purport to address every possible legal obligation, hazard,
code violation, loss potential or exception to good practice. The Hanover Insurance Company and its affiliates and subsidiaries (“The Hanover”) specifically disclaim any warranty or
representation that acceptance of any recommendations or advice contained herein will make any premises, property or operation safe or in compliance with any law or regulation.
Under no circumstances should this material or your acceptance of any recommendations or advice contained herein be construed as establishing the existence or availability of any
insurance coverage with The Hanover. By providing this information to you, The Hanover does not assume (and specifically disclaims) any duty, undertaking or responsibility to you.
The decision to accept or implement any recommendation(s) or advice contained in this material must be made by you.
©2014 The Hanover Insurance Group, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

h a n o v e r. c o m

171-1131 (10/14)

LC 11-389

The Hanover Insurance Company
440 Lincoln Street, Worcester, MA 01653

