Hanover Risk Solutions

Hydroplaning
On wet pavement, tires can actually lose contact with the road. This sudden loss of control
can send you into a dangerous skid. This phenomenon is known as “hydroplaning.”

Why Hydroplaning Occurs

How To Prevent Hydroplaning

As your vehicle rolls along on wet pavement

Here are some suggestions for wet weather

a layer of water builds up ahead of the front

driving.

tires. When the tire treads can no longer

1. Reduce speed.

disperse this water, the wheels are lifted up

2. Allow extra distance for stopping.

in much the same way water lifts a skier.
The danger of hydroplaning is always present
on wet or slushy roads. You can drive along

3. Drive in the tracks of the vehicle in front
of you.

aware of it.

4. Avoid deep water and puddles — they
substantially increase the danger of
hydroplaning.

Hydroplaning occurs at virtually all speed

5. Replace badly worn tires.

for miles on the verge of a skid without being

ranges depending on conditions. As you
increase the speed of your car the chances
of hydro-planing become greater. Speeds

6. Drive with the tires inflated to the
manufacturer’s specifications.

in excess of 50 mph on wet pavement are
considered to be in the “extreme danger
zone.”

The recommendation(s), advice and contents of this material are provided for informational purposes only and do not purport to address every possible legal obligation, hazard,
code violation, loss potential or exception to good practice. The Hanover Insurance Company and its affiliates and subsidiaries (“The Hanover”) specifically disclaim any warranty or
representation that acceptance of any recommendations or advice contained herein will make any premises, property or operation safe or in compliance with any law or regulation.
Under no circumstances should this material or your acceptance of any recommendations or advice contained herein be construed as establishing the existence or availability of any
insurance coverage with The Hanover. By providing this information to you, The Hanover does not assume (and specifically disclaims) any duty, undertaking or responsibility to you.
The decision to accept or implement any recommendation(s) or advice contained in this material must be made by you.
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